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  Mr. Chairman, since being elected to Congress, I have been focusing attention on   the issue
of creating livable communities where families are safe, healthy, and   economically secure. The
quality and quantity of our water supply is going to be   the primary shaper of our communities
in the next century.   

  This is one of the reasons why I am here today, pleased to join in rising in   support for the fine
work that the committee has done, and thanking the ranking   member, the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. Oberstar), the gentleman from   Pennsylvania (Mr. Shuster), the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. Gilchrest), and   others in focusing attention and making sure that we are able to
continue the   great work that has been done in the Chesapeake Bay area.   

  

  It has been documented already on the floor of the Chamber today the vast   sweep of the
Chesapeake Bay watershed, the 64,000 square miles covering parts of   six States talking
about the problems that are faced here that are serious but   not unique to the Chesapeake Bay
system, and how the Chesapeake Bay is a great   example of watershed-wide management;
how we are excited about the   multijurisdictional involvement of many shareholders dealing
with the EPA,   dealing with State and local authorities, and other disciplines, and the  
legislative bodies of three States, bringing into involvement a vast coalition   of people outside
the government sweep, of agencies, nonprofits, and private   citizens; the tributary teams in
Maryland, divided into ten major tributaries   and teams made up of citizens, farmers, business
interests, environmentalists,   and others, who determine the primary issues in their watersheds,
and how to go   about educating and involving citizens based on the idea that the problems are  
different depending on here you are.   

  

  The good news is that through all of this effort, the Bay is improving,   albeit slowly. The
Chesapeake Bay Foundation has put together a report card on   the Bay. The score was up to
28 last year, up from the historic low of roughly   23 in 1983, on their way towards a goal or a
rating of 70.   

  

  I appreciate the elements that are included in H.R. 3039 to support the EPA   Bay program and
its activity in the watershed, the pollution prevention,   restoring activities, monitoring, grants to
States, and other stakeholders and   citizen involvement.   

  

  I am here, though, not just to commend my colleagues on the committee and the   others who
are involved. I do hope that we are able as a committee and as a   Congress to incorporate the
lessons that we have learned with the Chesapeake Bay   clean-up, and perhaps even in this
Congress have a comprehensive piece of   legislation that we could advance to our colleagues
to make sure that the   important approach that has been taken with the Chesapeake Bay
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clean-up is not   an exception, but in fact it is the rule governing how we will approach these  
important areas across the country.   

  

  Under the leadership of the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Shuster), the   gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. Oberstar), the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.   Borski), the gentleman from
New York (Mr. Boehlert), with concerned members of   the committee, with others in Congress,
we can make sure that these lessons that   have been learned, the dollars we are able to
stretch, the engagement that we   can have with our citizens, become an important part of
Federal policy.   

  

  If we are able to do that, Mr. Speaker, we will have given an important gift   to American
citizens for Earth Day, not just one or two models of an exemplary   clean-up that hold a lot of
potential for the future, but a template that will   guide the authorizing committee, a template that
will guide the appropriating   committee, a template that will guide across jurisdictions in the
Federal   government to show how we can achieve a more livable community, looking at the  
way we can manage our water resources.   

  

  Mr. Chairman, I look forward to greater progress in the future.   
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